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Recreating Sporting Memories: Ministry
of Sports and Ministry of Culture Join
Forces to Transform Asian Games
Legacy into National Cultural Assets

Group photo at the opening press conference of the exhibition “Asia on the Field: Taiwan and the
Asian Games Special Exhibition”

The Ministry of Sports (MOS),
the Ministry of Culture (MOC), and the
National Museum of Taiwan History
(NMTH) have jointly launched the “Asia
on the Field: Taiwan and the Asian
Games Special Exhibition”, which

officially opened on May 6. Minister of
Sports Lee Yang and Minister of Culture
Li Yuan attended the opening ceremo-
ny, noting that the exhibition marks
another milestone in inter-ministerial
collaboration following initiatives such
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as the Youth Sports Voucher x Cultural
Coin Program and the Double Million
Sports Comics Selection. The exhibition
also reflects the MOS’s commitment to
preserving Taiwan’s sporting heritage,
strengthening public engagement, and
transforming valuable historical materi-
als into cultural assets shared by all.

Minister Lee stated that, as a
former athlete who competed in two
Asian Games and earned bronze med-
als, he had long looked forward to this
exhibition. He noted that the path of an
athlete—from intense training and set-
backs to perseverance and recovery—
reflects many of the challenges people
face in life. He encouraged the public
to visit the exhibition and gain a deeper
understanding of athletes’ personal
stories and emotional journeys. Looking
ahead to the Nagoya Asian Games this
September, Minister Lee emphasized
that the event is more than just an
international sporting competition; it is
also an opportunity for Taiwan to show-
case its strengths on the global stage.
Through the exhibition and the stories
of sporting pioneers such as decathlete
Yang Chuan-kwang (Maysang Kalimud),
visitors can revisit the moments when

Taiwan earned international recognition
and express their support for the na-
tion’s athletes.

i

The Ministry of Sports, Ministry of Culture,
and National Museum of Taiwan History jointly
curate the “Asia on the Field: Taiwan and the
Asian Games Special Exhibition”

Minister of Culture Li pointed out
that the exhibition presents not only
athletic achievements but also the
broader transformations of postwar
Asia. He noted that sport serves as an
important form of cultural expression
and highlighted the extensive collab-
oration already undertaken between
the MOC and the MOS. This exhibition
exemplifies the two ministries’ commit-
ment to cross-disciplinary cooperation.

04



He further emphasized that the Asian
Games provide an important lens
through which to understand Taiwan’s
identity and international standing.
Through inter-ministerial collaboration
and the professional efforts of the cura-
torial teams from the NMTH and Nation-
al Cheng Kung University (NCKU), sport
is elevated beyond the playing field and
news headlines to become a cultural
force that fosters social dialogue.

Minister of Sports Lee Yang stated that the ex-
hibition aims to allow the public to once again
experience Taiwan’s record of being seen by
the world through sport

NMTH Director Chang Lung-chih
reflected on the museum’s longstanding
interest in sports history and expressed

gratitude for the MOS’ strong support
since the signing of a memorandum of
understanding in 2024. Through the as-
sistance of the Department of History at
NCKU and the National Sports Training
Center, the museum has reexamined

the history of the Asian Games and the
life stories of athletes, ensuring that
these important memories of Taiwanese
sport are preserved and made visible to
future generations.

The MOS noted that preserving
and reinterpreting Taiwan’s sporting
memory is not merely about commem-
orating medal-winning moments, but
also about building a shared sporting
heritage. Through systematic historical
research, professional digital archiving
of sporting artifacts, and oral history
projects documenting the experiences
of sporting pioneers, the MOS is grad-
ually transforming scattered pieces of
sporting history into nationally signif-
icant cultural assets. This exhibition
represents an important milestone in
the development of Taiwan’s sports
culture and sporting heritage.

During the curatorial process, the
MOS served as a key platform for inter-
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disciplinary collaboration. By incorpo-
rating professional museum curation
techniques, historical sports materials
have been transformed into engaging
and emotionally resonant narratives.
This development symbolizes a new
era in the diverse application of sports
culture, in which sport serves as one of
the most vibrant cultural symbols of na-
tional identity. The exhibition features
nearly one hundred valuable artifacts
resulting from recent efforts in histori-
cal research and nationwide collections
inventory, including: Historic Treasures:
the gold medal won by Taiwan’s football
team at the 1958 Tokyo Asian Games, a
bronze statue of the “Iron Man of Asia,”
Yang Chuan-kwang (Maysang Kalimud),
and the running shoes of renowned
track athlete Wu Ah-min. Personal
Manuscripts: original training schedules
belonging to triathlon legend Wu Chin-
yun, known as the “Queen of Triathlon.”
Contemporary Heroes: personal items
from elite athletes, including boxing
star Chen Nien-chin, “Taiwan’s Fastest
Man” Yang Chun-han, and inline speed
skater Huang Yu-lin.

The exhibition also introduces a
series of creative merchandise featuring

E
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Minister of Culture Li Yuan stated that the
Asian Games are an important platform for
understanding Taiwan’s identity and interna-
tional positioning, enabling sport to hecome a
cultural force that fosters social dialogue and
public engagement.

playful contrast-themed designs, such
as a grass owl transformed into a track
athlete and an octopus reimagined
as a boxer. These designs challenge
stereotypes related to gender and
physical ability while promoting the
values of sports equity and inclusion.
Beginning in May and June, NMTH will
host a series of major public programs,
including: a conversation on memora-
ble athletics stories between national
treasure Wu Ah-min and curator Hsieh
Shih-yuan on May 10; a sharing session
by tennis legend Lu Yen-hsun on May
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23, reflecting on his 20-year profes-
sional career; and a series of June
events featuring discussions on mental
resilience led by sports psychology
coaches, behind-the-scenes stories
from veteran sports broadcaster Hsu
Chan-yuan, demonstrations of tradi-
tional Central Asian wrestling (Kurashi),
and autograph sessions with former
Asian Games women'’s volleyball na-
tional team players.

The MOS warmly invites the public
to visit the exhibition, celebrate Taiwan’s
sporting heritage, and build collective
momentum in support of the Asian
Games Aichi-Nagoya 2026.“Asia on
the Field: Taiwan and the Asian Games
Special Exhibition” runs from now until
October 18, 2026, at Gallery 2 on the
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Minister Lee Yang viewed precious historical
documents and cultural artifacts at the Asian
Games special exhibition.

fourth floor of the Exhibition and Edu-
cation Building of the NMTH. For more
information, please visit the museum’s
official website and www.nmth.gov.
tw and Facebook page https://www.
facebook.com/NMTH100
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Building a Diverse and Friendly Sports
Environment: Huwei Civic Sports Center
Holds Opening Ceremony in Yunlin County
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Completion ceremony of the Huwei Civic Sports Center in Yunlin County, subsidized by the Ministry

of Sports

To create a diverse and friendly
sports environment, Director Tsali
Wen-chuan of the Department of Fa-
cility Planning of the Ministry of Sports
(MOS) and Yunlin County Magistrate
Chang Li-shan attended the opening
ceremony of the “Huwei Township

REZRESE

HUWEI CIVIC SPORTS CENTER
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Civic Sports Center” in Yunlin County
on May 24. Equipped with affordable,
professional-quality facilities, the
center provides local residents with an
all-weather sports space and further
expands access to sports and fitness
opportunities in the community.

s
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Director Tsai Wen-chuan of the Department of
Sports Facility Planning delivers remarks on
behalf of the Ministry of Sports.

Director Tsai stated that the Huwei
Civic Sports Center is Yunlin County’s
second large-scale multifunctional
sports facility, following the Douliu Civil
Sports Center. Serving residents of
Huwei and the county’s coastal areas, it
is set to become a key sports hub in the
region. She added that the center pro-
vides an all-weather space for exercise
and encouraged everyone to make full
use of the facility, stay active, and enjoy
the benefits of exercise with energy
and vitality.

After opening, the Huwei Civic
Sports Center will become an im-
portant hub for health promotion

and community engagement in the
Huwei area of Yunlin. During opening
hours, citizens aged 65 and above and
Indigenous people aged 55 and above
will enjoy free admission upon presen-
tation of valid identification, further
promoting a culture of sports for all in
Yunlin County.

The Ministry of Sports has created an
all-weather sports environment for Huwei
Township

The MOS emphasized that the
opening of the Huwei Civic Sports Cen-
ter reflects a facility-driven approach
to sports development, encouraging
people to stay active and make exercise
a part of everyday life. Moving forward,
the MOS will continue working with
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local governments to expand and
enhance the sports-for-all facility net-
work, enabling more people to invest in
their health through public resources,

strengthen community connections,

and enjoy a high-quality sports environ-
ment and a healthier, happier life.
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Ministry of Sports Congratulates CTOC

on Securing the 2029 TAFISA World
Congress and Continuing to Advance Sport
for All and International Engagement

The Chinese Taipei Olympic Com-
mittee (CTOC) successfully secured the
hosting rights for the 2029 TAFISA (The
Association for International Sport for
All) World Congress and General As-
sembly in Taiwan, while Vice Chairper-
son Chen Mei-yen was elected to the
TAFISA Executive Committee. These
achievements highlight Taiwan’s long-
term efforts in promoting sport for all
and international sports exchange. The
Ministry of Sports (MOS) extended its
congratulations to the CTOC and rec-
ognized its longstanding contributions
to international sports engagement and
sports diplomacy.

The MOS noted that the TAFISA
World Congress is a major international
forum for sport for all, bringing together
representatives from more than 100
countries and about 500 delegates to
discuss topics such as health promo-
tion, sports inclusivity, and international

cooperation. Having previously hosted
the event in 2009, Taiwan has a strong
foundation in organizing international
sport-for-all conferences. Securing the
hosting rights again will further enhance
Taiwan’s international visibility and pro-
vide an important platform to showcase
the achievements of its “sport in daily
life” and nationwide health promotion
policies.

The MOS also stated that it will
work closely with the CTOC, local
governments, and relevant agencies to
provide administrative and organiza-
tional support for the event. By show-
casing Taiwan’s sport-for-all initiatives—
including national fithess assessments,
recreational sports, multicultural
participation, and community sports—
the congress will offer the international
community a closer look at Taiwan’s
diverse achievements in promoting
sport for all.
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The MOS emphasized that hosting
the 2029 TAFISA World Congress is not
only an opportunity to stage a major

international conference, but also a
platform to deepen sports diplomacy,
expand international partnerships, and
strengthen global sport-for-all exchang-
es. Moving forward, the MOS will con-
tinue supporting the CTOC and Taiwan’s
sports professionals in international
organizations, encouraging greater par-
ticipation in global sports governance
and contributing to the development of
sport for all worldwide.

The MOS will work together with
the CTOC to use the 2029 TAFISA
World Congress as an opportunity to
present Taiwan’s friendly, safe, healthy,
and vibrant sports environment to
the world, using sport as a bridge to
strengthen international engagement
and expand the influence of its sport-
for-all policies.
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2026 National Disabled Games in New
Taipei City Officially Open, Celebrating
Inclusion and Equality Through Sport

Paralympic badminton athlete Wu Yu-yen (left) and coach Cheng Chun-i (right) participate in the
Games’ ceremonial torch-lighting as torchbearers

The 2026 National Disabled
Games in New Taipei City were orga-
nized under the coordination of the
Ministry of Sports (MOS) and hosted
by the New Taipei City Government
from May 23 to 26, 2026. The Games

featured 11 competitive sports—track
and field, swimming, badminton, table
tennis, tennis, powerlifting, shooting,
basketball, bowling, archery, and boc-
cia—as well as five Special Olympics
friendship events: Special Olympics
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badminton, Special Olympics bowling,
Special Olympics bocce, Special
Olympics roller skating, and Special
Olympics basketball. The Games
brought together more than 5,000
athletes, coaches, and team staff from
across Taiwan, including participants
with physical, intellectual, hearing, and
visual impairments.
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Premier Cho Jung-tai attended the opening
ceremony of the 2026 National Disabled
Games in New Taipei City as the Games’
honorary chairperson
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The opening ceremony was
held on the afternoon of May 23 at
Xinzhuang Gymnasium, attended by
Premier Cho Jung-tai, Minister of Sports

Lee Yang, and New Taipei City Mayor
Hou You-ih. Premier Cho attended the
first National Disabled Games held
after the establishment of the MOS,
demonstrating the government’s strong
commitment to the development of dis-
ability sports. With the establishment
of the MOS and the creation of the De-
partment of Adapted Sports, the right
of people with disabilities to participate
in sports has been incorporated into
national sports policy, advancing sports
equity and building a more inclusive
sporting environment where everyone
can participate on an equal basis,
thereby fostering a more inclusive so-
ciety. The Premier encouraged athletes
to surpass themselves and achieve
outstanding results, and also expressed
his hope that athletes representing
Taiwan at the Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian
Para Games would use this competition
to gain experience, fine-tune their
preparation, and strive for glory for
themselves and the nation.

The host city, under Mayor Hou
You-ih’s leadership and guided by the
spirit of “United in Purpose, Striving
Together,” not only created a high-qual-
ity competition environment but also
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adopted a service-oriented approach
to the Games, integrating medical sup-
port, athlete services, transportation,
and daily-life assistance. This ensured
that athletes could compete with focus
and peace of mind, fully demonstrate
their abilities, and build friendships
through sport, while encouraging public
participation and promoting sports
equity and social inclusion.

The closing ceremony was held
on the afternoon of May 26 at the New
Taipei City Government Building. A
total of 91 events produced 105 new
national records, while 122 events
generated 153 new Games records,
highlighting Taiwan’s achievements
in promoting disability sports. In
the presence of MOS Counselor Lu
Chung-jen and other distinguished
guests, New Taipei City Deputy Mayor
Liu Ho-jan formally handed over the
Games flag to Yunlin County Deputy

In the presence of Ministry of Sports Councilor
Lu Chung-jen (center), New Taipei City Deputy
Mayor Liu Ho-jan (left) officially handed over
the Games flag to Yunlin County Deputy Mag-
istrate Hsieh Shu-ya (right), representing the
next host county.

Magistrate Hsieh Shu-ya, representing
the next host county, symbolizing
the continuation of the Games’ spirit
and mission. The next edition of the
National Disabled Games is scheduled
to be held in Yunlin in 2028.
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First National Intercollegiate Athletic Games
Since the Establishment of the Ministry of
Sports Embrace “Run Fearless, Run Green”

National Central University artistic gymnast Chiou Min-han led the torchbearers in lighting the
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sacred flame, symbolizing the official opening of the Games.

The 2026 National Intercollegiate
Athletic Games (NIAG) opened on the
afternoon of May 2 at the National
Central University (NCU) track and field
stadium. Premier Cho Jung-tai attend-
ed in person and officially declared
the Games open. Minister of Sports
Lee Yang and NCU President Hsiau

Shu-san also attended to encourage
the athletes and wish them success in
competition. Held from May 2 to 6, the
Games brought together outstanding
student-athletes from universities and
colleges across Taiwan to compete at
the highest level.
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This year’s NIAG actively aligned

with international standards by adopt-
ing the ISO 20121 Sustainable Event
Management System and implementing
source reduction measures to minimize
the use of single-use items. Sustainabil-
ity principles were incorporated into the
torch, official uniforms, medals, and
trophies, reflecting not only innovative
thinking but also a strong commitment
to environmental responsibility and
sustainable development. The Games
served not only as a premier sporting
event but also as an important platform
for promoting sustainability values.

A total of 143 universities and
9,853 student-athletes participated in
this year’s Games, competing across 21
sports disciplines and showcasing the
vitality of collegiate sports in Taiwan.

The NIAG also serves as an import-
ant stepping stone to international
competition. With the Aichi-Nagoya
2026 Asian Games approaching, the
event provides a valuable platform for
assessing training outcomes, gaining
competitive experience, and preparing
for the Games.

Minister of Sports Lee Yang greets the athletes
during the Parade of Athletes
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Sport Terms BEIEIS

Sports cultural memory

Mental resilience

Public resources

Fitness lifestyle

National health

National Disabled Games

Sport equity

National Intercollegiate Athletic Games
Athletics field / athletics stadium
Event Sustainability Management Systems

Sacred flame torch
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